Jr. Balloonists Gather for Summer Camp
in Albuquerque
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE June 24, 2017
25 teenagers from around the country are getting geared up and heading to Albuquerque for a
high-flying experience…Balloon Camp.
Albuquerque is one of three cities selected to host the Balloon Federation of America's (BFA)
balloon camp this summer. This year’s camp will take place July 8-13, 2017. The teens from all
over the US will get hands on experience with diﬀerent balloon systems while inflating and
tethering the balloons during morning balloon flights. Depending on weather conditions,
campers may actually get to pilot the balloon under the direct supervision and guidance of the
balloon pilot/instructor. Students will be housed at the University of New Mexico, with
classroom sessions taking place at the Anderson-Abruzzo Albuquerque International Balloon
Museum with balloon operations at Balloon Fiesta Park.
After the morning balloon operations, campers will attend classroom sessions on aeronautical
charts, propane properties, balloon safety, weather, FAA regulations and a lot more needed to
be a balloon pilot.
Campers will take a trip up the Sandia Peak Tram and conduct experiments on the eﬀect of
altitude on atmospheric pressure, temperature and hypoxia as well as get hands on time in a
balloon repair facility.
All of these opportunities are lead by experienced balloon pilots/instructors.
While some of the teens aged 13-18 come from ballooning families, any teen wanting to gain a
full understanding of the many areas of sport hot air ballooning could apply for a slot in the
camp.
Scholarships were available for the campers due to the generosity of balloonists across the
county as well as many businesses.
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It’s the second year in a row Albuquerque has hosted a balloon camp for teens. Like last year,
the camp is sponsored by the BFA. Two other camps have taken place this summer; one in
Oshkosh, WI, the other in Reno, NV.
Media note:
There are lots of photo and video opportunities during this camp.
A few good visual times are…
• Sun July 9, 6am-9am Campers participate in local ballooning club (AAAA) flying event.
Balloon Fiesta Park.
• Mon July 10, 6am-9am Campers learn about Special Shapes with Beagle Maximus and
Smokey Bear. Balloon Fiesta Park
• Tue, July 11, 10am-4:30pm, Hands on Balloon Maintenance and repair. Aerco Balloon Port,
523 Rankin Rd NE
Eric Green, KOAT-TV will teach weather on Sun, July 9, 10am
Steve Stucker, KOB-TV will be live during ballooning events on Wed, July 12.
Need help with a story idea, contact Art Lloyd Jr. artlloydjr@icloud.com (505) 269-5270
Contact Information
Camp contact is Don Boyer, Camp Director, 505-249-7661, donlboyer@aol.com
National BFA Youth Program Director is Mike Shrum, mikeshrum@gmail.com
Program information: http://www.BFAcamps.com
http://www.bfacamps.com/rio-grande-balloon-camp.html
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